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THE IRA's RPG rocket attack which 
ripped open an RUC jeep in Gel 
Thursday might, took seme of the 
cockiness out of the sectarian thugs who 
have been plaguing and shooting the 
nationalist youth of the city with a 
particular ferocity since the deaths of 
hunger-trikers Bobby Sands and Francis 
Hughes. 

it was а fitting response but one 
which does not measure up to half the 
persecution inflicted upon the oppressed 
nationalist people by the uniformed 
loyalist thugs and their colleagues in 
khaki, 
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FOLLOWING the IRA bomb attack at an oil terminal on the Shetland 
Islands off the northern coast of Scotland whilst the British monarch, 
‘Queen Elizabrit, was on an official visit there last Saturday, the IRA pointed 
out that had they managed to place the bomb close enough to her then she 


‘would now be dead. 
This dire threat was issued through the Irish Republican Publicity Bureau 
in Dublin and was signed by P. O'Neill 
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IRA ATTACKS against British occupation forces in the North dramatically 
escalated following, firstly, the Belfast funeral of republican hunger striker 
Bobby Sands on Thursday afternoon, May 7th, and then, secondly, the 
death of Francis Hughes, on Tuesday evening, May 12th, who alto died in 
the H-Blocks at British hands. 

The attacks, resulting in serious injury to several British soldiers, have 
been against a background of popular street violence directed against riot 
lad British troops and RUC gunmen prowling the fringes of nationalist 
ghettoes and driving through the streets in their armoured tanks and cars. 

‘A major blow to the morale of the RUC, and to their insatiable drive to 
inflict maximum suffering on the nationalist population, was delivered, 
Thursday night in Belfast, in a successful IRA attack using an АРС 
launcher against an RUC landrover. 
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WHEN the steadily deterior- 
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THE HARASSMENT of Francis Hughes in lie, which was one of the reasons 
ће joined the IRA, continued even with his death and the hijacking of his 
body by the RUC last Wednesday in contravention of the wishes of hi fam. 
ily that it be taken through West Belfast where several thousand people 


had gathered 


to pay homage. The British, who feared him in Ме, considered 


him, and the emotions he aroused, a force to be reckoned with even in death. 
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TWENTY-THREE-YEAR-OLD Patsy O'Hara from Derry city, who will have 
been fifty-seven days on hunger strike this Sunday, was the former leader of 
the Irish National Liberation Army prisoners in the H-Blocks, and joined 
IRA Volunteer Raymond МеСгосзћ on the hunger-strike on March 22nd, 
three weeks after Bobby Sands and one week after Francis Hughes. 

Since then, they have witnested the removal of the emaciated bodies of 
their two dead comrades and have been joined by two more blanket men on 
tha fast, Joe McDonnell from Belfast, last Saturday May 9th, and Brendan 
MeLaughlin from County Derry, last Thursday May 14th. 
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FE 
THE THIRD of the resolutely detormined IRA 
Volunteers to join the H-Block hungerstrike for 
political status is twenty-four year-old Raymond 
McCreesh, from Camlough in South Armagh: a 
quiet, shy and good-humoured republican who al 
though captured at the early age of nineteen, along 
with two other Volunteers in a British army am 
bush, had already almost three years’ active 
republican involvement behind him. 
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